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UM HOSTS INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON REFUGEE REPATRIATION
MISSOULA Voluntary repatriation — helping refugees return to their countries of origin - will be the
focus of an international symposium at The University of Montana that will feature free public
lectures Monday and Tuesday, March 28-29.
"Refugees and Development Assistance: Training for Voluntary Repatriation," will draw
participants from a wide range of international agencies, governments, volunteer organizations and
universities to develop a strategic action agenda for refugee training. There are an estimated 19
million refugees in the world today, about 80 percent of whom are women and children.
Public events will begin at 10 a.m. Monday with the lecture "From Afghanistan to
Zimbabwe: Making Refugee Repatriation Work" by Margaret McKelvey, director of the Office for
Africa, the Americas and Asia of the U.S. State Department’s Bureau of Refugee Programs. All
four of the symposium’s public lectures will be held in the Montana Theatre of UM ’s Performing
Arts and Radio/Television Center.
At 1 p.m. Monday Kazutoshi Iwanami, managing director of JICA ’s Institute for
International Cooperation, will discuss "JICA’s Technical Cooperation and Refugee Assistance."
Rene van Rooyen, Washington, D.C., representative for the United Nations High
Commission for Refugees, will conclude Monday’s activities with his address, "Repatriation: A
Viable Solution for the ’90s?" at 7:30 p.m.
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At 8:30 a.m. Tuesday, U.S. Committee for Refugees Policy Analyst Hiram Ruiz will present
the symposium’s final public address, "Training for Voluntary Repatriation: Challenges and
Opportunities."
About 50 experts from at least 10 countries are expected to attend the symposium, co
sponsored by UM’s Office of International Programs and JICA. UM faculty members and
members of the local refugee and refugee-assistance community will also participate in the
symposium.
"This symposium will bring together people who work with refugees, people who work with
development agencies and academics all to address the basic issues," said symposium organizer
Peter Koehn, UM’s director of international programs. "How can we do a better job of training
refugees to contribute to the development of their home countries when they return voluntarily?"
Koehn, who has worked for more than two years to put together this event, said his interest
in repatriation arose from a study of refugees living in the United States that he conducted in the
mid-1980s: "I found an almost universal desire, even among those who had been here for 20 years
or more, to go home."
Missoula is a fitting site for the symposium, he said, noting the relatively large population
of refugees -- primarily Hmong and Russian -- living in this area.
"Missoula has achieved a certain standing nationwide as a community that’s generally
receptive, hospitable and helpful in the resettlement of refugees," Koehn said. "As a community
that’s been touched by refugees ... we need to know more about what’s happening."
Many international agencies and government branches work to ease varied aspects of the
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refugee problem, Koehn said, but most have a narrow focus. This symposium is designed to
combine the energies and expertise of people from all parts of the spectrum to "address the problem
holistically," he said.
Workshop topics will span all parts of the globe and a wide range of fields, from
entrepreneurship to health care, resource conservation to gender issues. Participants will develop
and refme proposals on each workshop topic, and a final plenary session will forge selected
proposals into a strategic action agenda -- a kind of blueprint for change presenting specific,
workable ideas that have been examined from contrasting points of view.
"We hope it’s going to be more than a report on paper," Koehn said. "We hope it’s
something that actually results in improvement of people’s lives and improvement of conditions in
very poor countries.
"Instead of keeping people in camps and just giving them three meals a day and keeping
them alive, the goal is to focus on ways to enable them to return home so that they can be
productive citizens," he said. "Everyone gains from that."
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EDITORS, REPORTERS, NEWS DIRECTORS: The media are invited to attend symposium
workshops and plenary sessions, as well as the public lectures, and to interview the speakers and
other participants. For more information call the Office of International Programs, 243-2288.
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